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Dean Boorman : Guns of the Old West: An Illustrated History  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised Guns of the Old West: An Illustrated History: 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. As said before -"mixed review"By Cowboy62"An Illustrated 
History" -illustrations Great - history MarginalThe pictures are great.Some of the text is interesting and accurate, BUT 
there are alot of inaccuracies- misstatements about the guns and the history and the people cited in the book.For a true 
Western Buff -who knows better - it's OK.My concern is that the novice will get alot of bad information and treat it as 
true, not knowing better.It's a good addition to a library, but not a primary source book.7 of 7 people found the 
following review helpful. Excellent photos book.By KataThis is a great book for anyone who does not already own a 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1592286380


collection of books on guns of the Old West. For the money it is SPECTACULAR! The book is color throughout. The 
only black and white material is actually from the 19th century and includes fine period photos of people with the guns 
being discussed as well as old drawings and correspondence. The text is brief and works as companion to the photos. I 
would recommend this to anyone with a new interest in this topic.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 
Five StarsBy GRANT B.You're the best!!! Book was larger than expected which made it better. Thanks!!!

In the remote parts of America’s Western territories during much of the 1800s, law and order was overextended or 
even nonexistent. Guns were used by some, such as hunters and settlers, for self-protection and their very salvation, 
and by others as a means to impose their will, legally or otherwise. There can be no doubt that the exploration and 
exploitation of the Western frontier that began in 1804 was inextricably linked to the development of the firearm. It is 
certainly true today that firearms are associated with the Old West more than with any other era of American history. 
That Old West period, which ended officially in 1890, saw gundesign and manufacture improve dramatically, such 
that the “taming of the West” could be accomplished with grit and determination, and also with reliable firearms. It is 
not surprising to learn that very often those firearms were Colts or Winchesters, since these were the gunmakers who 
achieved more than most in technological development and manufacturing prowess, pioneering the revolver and the 
lever-action rifle, respectively. Within these pages are the pistols and revolvers, rifles and carbines used by the 
hunters, the settlers, the lawmen and the lawless, the military and the showmen. All are interestingly described in 
accompanying essays written by an acknowledged expert in the field.

"A fascinating, informative volume which is especially recommended for antique gun collectors and western history 
buffs."--Wisconsin Bookwatch 


