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Randy Leffingwell : Hot Wheels: 35 Years of Speed, Power, Performance, and Attitude  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Hot Wheels: 35 Years of Speed, Power, 
Performance, and Attitude: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Must have book for Hot Wheels fansBy JRThe book is informative, 
good history of Hot Wheels cars, and great pictures.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great price and 
really quick shippingBy AshraeMy nephew loves this book! Great price and really quick shipping!0 of 0 people found 
the following review helpful. Very satisfiedBy Tom StyczynskiCondition excellent as described. Recommmended

Silver Medal Winner at 2004 International Automotive Media Awards!In the 1960s, diecast cars and trucks were 
simple, stodgy, and clunky. They were hobby items, not toys, often displayed but seldom played with. They lacked 
"play value." Enter Mattel. In 1968 they introduced the first 18 Hot Wheels(tm) cars to the world. The vehicles were 
cool looking, they were well-detailed, and most of all, they could go like heck. Following the vision of a courageous 
leader and a creative group of designers, engineers, and marketers, Mattel revolutionized the diecast world with its 
1/64th-scale cars on hot mag wheels that could move at speeds far beyond their competition.Thirty-five years and a 
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few billion cars later, Hot Wheels(tm) cars are still number one. These junior racers are very hot collectibles and 
favorite toys for kids of all ages. Mattel celebrates the 35th anniversary of Hot Wheels(tm) in 2003, and author Randy 
Leffingwell takes you through their complete history from the early planning to the latest cars coming off the line. 
With full access to Mattel resources, including the top-secret Hot Wheels(tm) Design Center, Leffingwell reveals who 
made the cars go fast, who came up with the colors, the names, the logos, and the unique models. Interviews with 
more than 70 individuals-including Mattel founder and Hot Wheels(tm) creator Elliot Handler as well as legendary 
designers like Harry Bradley, Ira Gilford, and Larry Wood-allow the story to be told through the words of those who 
were there making Hot Wheels(tm) history. This highly illustrated book is filled with images of rare design drawings 
and prototypes, plus photos of all your favorite Hot Wheels(tm) cars., This book is the official, licensed, complete Hot 
Wheels(tm) history. , Illustrated with design drawings, photos of original wood molds and brass prototypes, and many 
other rare memorabilia from Hot Wheels(tm) history., Includes interviews and first-hand accounts from the people 
who were there from the very beginning as well as those who designed the cars.

About the AuthorRandy Leffingwell wrote his first book, American Muscle, in 1989 while still on staff at the Los 
Angeles Times. Since then, he has authored another 47 titles for Motorbooks and sister publisher Voyageur Press, 
including his most recent Complete Book of Porsche 911 and Corvette 60 Years.He has just finished Porsche 911: 
Fifty Years, a reexamination of the 911 story based on nearly two dozen new interviews. He lives in southern 
California, about 100 miles north of Los Angeles. 


